2010 – 2011 SCHOOL YEAR CONTRACT FOR 3rd GRADE
Dear Parent/Guardian,


Welcome to the 3rd grade.  In order to have a successful year with your child, I would like to review some important things regarding rules, behavior, attitude, quality of performance, so on, and so forth.  
Classroom Environment:


My classroom is a warm, safe, and educational environment where respect and a positive attitude are expected amongst all.  I expect all my students to be responsible for their own learning and to have an optimistic stance to their learning.  
Parent-Teacher Communication:


I believe that an open line of communication is but conducive to the success of your child.  Thus, in compliance with a school-wide decision, each class is required to reinforce having a Home/School Notebook (HSN).  Everyday, my students will copy down their homework assignments, parent letters, and/or reminders into their HSN, and it is a requirement that the students obtain a parent or guardian signature DAILY.  In the HSN, you may write any questions or concerns you may want to address to me.

Posted on the inside front cover of my students’ HSN is a monthly calendar.  On this calendar, I post the month’s events, such as field trips and Resource Days.  Please check to see any upcoming events for the month.

I am a firm believer of an open communication line with my students and the families.  Therefore, in addition to the HSN, I make occasional, “as-needed basis” house calls regarding your child’s performance and behavior, whether good or not so good.  The 3rd grade also has a website where you can have access to important information, field trips, upcoming events, student assignments and projects, and much more!  The website is www.MyHonowai.weebly.com. 
Student Behavior System:


I have a strict behavior system implemented, and in my classroom I have a board with all the students’ names labeled on a pocket.  In each pocket are five colored cards – green, yellow, orange, pink, and black. 

Basically, all students start each morning with a green card, and a green card signifies that the student is behaving well.  If the student is warned several times about a behavior that needs to be corrected, then the student will be asked to change his/her card to a yellow card, signifying that the student has received an official first warning.  If the behavior persists after correction has been suggested, then the student will be asked to change his/her card to an orange card, an official second warning.  

Here is a quick overview of the system:


Green: Good job!



Yellow: 1st warning


Orange: 2nd warning


Pink: 3rd warning and demerit sent to parent


Black: Referral, demerit, sent to the office, and/or detention

Please note that all our 3rd grade teachers implement this behavior system.  However, the consequences for each warning may vary for each teacher.  If you have any questions, please feel free to visit each class.

You will know your child’s card by looking at the calendar found in the inside front cover of the HSN.  I will stamp the calendars each day.   However, the students must earn a stamp.  Like jobs in the real world, I tell my students that their jobs are to be good students, and, like in the real world, you get paid when you do your job well.  

In accordance with my behavior system, I stamp only those that end their day with a green card.  Those that received a yellow, orange, pink, or black will have an X colored with the color card your child had at the end of the day.  For example, if your child got a yellow card, I will mark the calendar date with a yellow X.  I will write a note under your child’s homework about his/her behavior, and/or I may make a phone call to you.   As a follow-up and corrective action, you should talk with your child about his/her actions in receiving the warnings.

In the case where your child receives a pink or black card, your child will receive a demerit.  A copy of the demerit will be attached in your child’s HSN, and your child MUST get a parent/adult signature.  This demerit will explain your child’s offenses and why he/she received the demerit.  Please sign it and have it returned to us the next day.
Student Effort, Assignments, and Attendance:


All students are expected to complete all classwork and home assignments.  All students are also expected to put forth sincere effort when trying to accomplish any and all assignments.  I highly encourage you to assist your child with assignments on a daily basis and ask that you encourage your child to try his/her best.  


Students will not receive a stamp in their HSN when the HSN is not signed, when they do not have their HSN, or when they are absent.  Please check to make sure your child completes all homework and that you sign their HSN every night.  If your child does not complete an assignment, it will get noted with a red flag on the behavior chart, letting me know that an assignment was not completed.  If there is a chronic pattern of missing or incomplete assignments, I will make a phone call to you, and a conference may be requested in order to devise a solution.

I highly encourage your child to attend school everyday promptly.  Your child should be in class by 7:45 AM.  The lessons conducted in class are rigorous, and frequent absences may not be conducive to your child’s learning.  School attendance is strongly recommended in order for your child to succeed in the 3rd grade. 
Students with Good Behavior:


I do not draw attention to negative behavior but, rather, reward positive behavior.  Therefore, going back to the money/job comparison, the students may redeem their stamps for prizes that range from new pencils to books to fun art activities and many more.  Prizes vary for each teacher.  

I have valued the prizes accordingly, so that it is well worth their continuous good behavior and patience to save.  The stamps are used like money.  The students choose when they want to redeem the stamps.  The students have been taught that they may either spend their stamps or save them for a bigger and better prize later on down the year. 

Let us work together for the success and future of your child.  With your support and cooperation, this is achievable.  Thank you very much.







Sincerely,








The 3rd Grade Teachers
