	Content Area: Language Arts
	FINAL

	Grade / Course: 4 
	Quarter: 3 

	The Benchmark Map is developed with the following premises:

· All benchmarks for the grade level/course will be achieved in a school year.
· Major understandings are the big generalizations for the topic/concept.
◊ Italicized benchmarks are taught and assessed in more than one quarter.

	Big Idea(s) / Major Understanding(s): Students will understand that...
Language processes (reading, writing, listening and speaking) are meaning-making processes that involve thinking, discovering and ordering. 

Language follows conventions or rules. These rules help ensure effective communication. Knowledge of conventions is needed to comprehend and construct text (print, media, electronic).

Suggested Text Focus: Literary

	HCPS III Benchmarks:
◊ 4.1.1 

Vocabulary and Concept Development
Use new grade-appropriate vocabulary, including homophones and homographs, learned through reading and word study, including root words, affixes, and word origins 

· 4.3.2 

Interpretive Stance
Explain how a theme is used across various genres and texts 

· 4.3.3 

Critical Stance
Explain how the author's choice of language and use of literary elements contribute to the author's purpose and the effectiveness of the text 

· 4.3.4 

Literary Elements
Describe the comparisons made by similes and metaphors 

◊ 4.4.1 

Range of Writing
Write in a variety of grade-appropriate formats for a variety of purposes and audiences, such as:
• narratives that follow a plot and describe a setting and characters
• poems that provide insight into why the topic is memorable
• responses to literature
• reports that focus on a central question and incorporate summaries from research
• accounts based on personal experience that have a clear focus and supporting details
• pieces to reflect on learning and to solve problems 

◊ 4.4.2 

Sentence Structure and Grammar
Form and use the following grammatical constructions correctly when editing writing:
• compound sentences
• dialogue
• forms of common irregular nouns and verbs
• subject-verb agreement with compound subjects
• plural possessives
• transitional words 

◊ 4.4.3 

Punctuation, Capitalization, Spelling, and Handwriting
Spell grade-appropriate words that have a variety of spelling patterns 

· 4.5.3 

Clarity
Use figurative language to emphasize meaning 

◊ 4.5.4 

Clarity
Use a variety of simple and compound sentence structures for fluency and to support meaning 

· 4.5.5 

Voice
Convey enthusiasm for the topic 

· 4.6.4 

Critical Listening
Distinguish between supporting facts and opinions in oral messages 




